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The reddish brown of the coarser Pomo baskets is the bark of "red-bud,"
a handsome shrub with masses of magenta-colored blossoms which
appear in the spring before the leaves. The split, peeled stems of the
red-bud are also used as a basket fiber. The bark is striped in long
bands and coiled to dry. Roots of the digger pine torn into long strips
provide the staple fiber for the lighter color in coarse baskets. Roots of
other pines or of Douglas spruce may be substituted for this tough
pliable digger-pine root, but they are less satisfactory. Each material
must be collected at the proper time and, with the exception of the
willow, is coiled and hung up to dry. The smoke and dust of the house
deepen and enrich the color before the fiber is made into baskets.

William's Minute Baskets

William and Mary are proud of the fine quality of their work, and to show
what he was able to do in the way of minute weaving, William made a
set of tiny baskets ranging from the size of a small finger-nail to a pin-
headed model that has to be kept in a bottle for safety and is doubtless
the smallest specimen of basketry ever made. This minute basket can
be seen by beans of a magnifying glass to be a remarkable specimen of
the weaver's art. William's trained eyes were able to design and execute
the tiny model with no artificial aid. he had a hard time getting the
bottom started, William explained, and he left about two inches of the
hair-like fiber attached because if he cut it off there would be no easy
was of handling this smallest basket. The finger-nail model is canoe-
shaped and carries an ornamental design.

The Role of the Basket in Pomo Life

Basketry has always meant a great deal to the ancestors of William and
Mary and it means much to this faithful pair of weavers, who have all of
the old tribal skill. As has been pointed out by those who have spent
many years among these people, baskets entered importantly into the
everyday life of the Pomo. He was cradled in a papoose basket and in it,
hung from a broad band on his mother's forehead, he made his earliest
journeys. His home was a great thatched basket house, his toys were
modeled after the large baskets he saw about him, he ate from a "dala"
of flat basket, and drank from a "tci-me" or round one. The seeds from
which his meal was made were ground in a "cu-tic," or mortar basket,
and his fish and meat were cooked in large mush bowls or "tic-mas". A
large "tci-ma" was his water basket, his fish was caught in a gish-basket,
his meal was winnowed in great winnowing baskets, and when he
traveled his belongings were carried in a "bu-gi," the conical burden
basket which answered every purpose of the white man's wheelbarrow
or wagon. If the Pomo gardened, his fences were of wicker. On Clear
Lake, the art of basketry applied to tules was used in making canoes.

In basket making the Pomo exhausted his ingenuity in weaves and
shapes, and he wove into it his mytholohy. He copied nature
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