
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Captain Michael Gitt Papers - ALPA All Members Memos, 1942
Extracted on Mar-28-2024 10:21:25

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include
the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum Archives. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/37376


    

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum Archives

To All Members  -7-  October 15, 1942

Policy off as a legitimate pilots' employment agreement under the terms
of the Railway Labor Act.  The labor relations people for this company
know better than this because one of their leading personnel men, Mr.
Ed Paxton, was in Washington during the entire four years that the
pilots' amendment to the Railway Labor Act was being written and
sponsored by the Air Line Pilots Association.  He knows all about it, yet
we find this going on in the company that employs him.  This Policy is in
no sense whatever a labor agreement under the terms of the Railway
Labor Act because it was not negotiated and mutually agreed to by both
interested parties, that is, the pilots and the company were not properly
represented; nor does it bear the signatures of the duly designated and
lawful representatives of the pilots who are the properly designated
officials of the Air Line Pilots Association.

Headquarters has carried on a continuous program of education for its
members ever since its inception, but lately the turnover has been so
great, especially during the last year due to the war, that many of the
younger members are not aware of the very extensive protection they
have in Federal law.  I think it behooves the older members to acquaint
the younger men with all this and, above al, the older members -- and
there are still plenty of them scattered around -- should tell the younger
members what it is all about and in addition they should keep checking
to see that the carriers abide by the laws that have been sponsored by
ALPA and enacted by Congress to protect the pilots.

These are troubled times and the carriers, instead of co-operating with
the pilots and attempting to keep wartime air transportation rolling along
at high speed on the wheels of good morale, seem to be indulging in a
spree of attempts at chiseling that is not doing anyone any good and,
certainly, not national defense.  In this respect, your attention is invited
to the Editorial that appeared in the September issue of the AIR LINE
PILOT.  The president of American Airlines, C. R. Smith, Larry Fritz,
Vice-President, Operations, TWA, and another operating man by the
name of Robert Smith of Braniff have all managed to obtain Colonelcies
in the Air Transport Command of the Air Forces.  In the opinion of the
pilots, these commissions were sponsored by Mr. Gorrell of the Air
Transport Association.  This Command is in Washington, as is the
Headquarters of the Air Transport Association.  We could say a lot more
on this point but I believe it is unnecessary where a group of intelligent
men are involved.

Before leaving this subject, I would like to again caution everyone about
signing anything or agreeing to anything relating to pilots' salaries, rules,
or working conditions, unless they first discuss it with Headquarters.
This is the only way we are going to be able to keep our picture clean
and keep the companies from taking advantage of the pilots.  In other
words, we must know that is going on.  Our Headquarters has always
operated under a terrific responsibility and a constantly mounting
multiplicity of duties which we felt would diminish during the war, but due
to the non-co-operative attitude of the air carriers and their
representatives, the reverse has occurred.  We don't mind all this one
bit, but at least all our members should know it's a difficult job to
represent the pilots under such conditions.  Obviously, we must now
have a greater degree of co-operation from all
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