
Smithsonian Institution
National Museum of African American History and Culture

Scrapbook compiled by W.D. Williams while attending Hampton Institute,
1924–28
Extracted on Apr-23-2024 07:20:20

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the National Museum of African
American History and Culture as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the
document. Include the accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the National Museum of
African American History and Culture website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact National
Museum of African American History and Culture or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the National Museum of African American
History and Culture. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of African American History and Culture

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of African American History and Culture

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/37790


                

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of African American History and Culture

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, National Museum of African American History and Culture

[[stamp]] circle with eagle emblem in middle and "1918:DIRECTOR
GENERAL OF RAILROADS:" [[/stamp]]

DIVISION OF LAW
JOHN F. FINERTY, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

        UNITED STATES RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION
                  JAMES C. DAVIS
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF RAILROADS AND AGENT OF THE
PRESIDENT
                   WASHINGTON

September 3, 1924.

Dear Mr. Richardson:
This will be presented to you by W. D. WIlliams, of Tulsa, Okla., who is a
student at Hampton Institute. He has been paying his way through
Hampton Institute by, among other things, acting as a waiter in the
Sherwood Forest Club, but has been compelled to go back to Tulsa by
the illness of his mother. It may be impossible for him to return to
Hampton this Fall unless he can work his way back. I have told him that
I would ask your good offices in obtaining a position as an emergency
dining car waiter, in order to aid his return. I know him to be thoroughly
deserving person, and entirely competent as a waiter. If you can give
him the opportunity to work his way back in this manner, I will very much
appreciate it, and I know you will be helping where help is deserved and
needed.
I thought it better to write you direct than to write Mr. Dickson or Mr.
Wright, though I have not the pleasure of your acquaintance.

Sincerely yours,
[[signature]] John F. Finerty [[/signature]]

JFF:hm

Mr. W.W. Richardson,
Passenger Traffic Manager,
Pennsylvania Railroad System,
St. Louis, Mo.

J.E. GREGG, PRINCIPAL  F.K. ROGERS, TREASURER  W.H.
SCOVILLE, SECRETARY

THE HAMPTON NORMAL AND AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTE
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
C.D. STEVENS, DIRECTOR
ETHEL C. BUCKMAN, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

                             March 15, 1927

To Whom It May Concern:
This will introduce the bearer, William D. Williams, who is gathering data
for a report to be submitted to the Laura Spellman Rockefeller Memorial.
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This survey is being conducted in several southern states in an attempt
to find the principal difficulties which colored business men are facing.
The fact that the Rockefeller Memorial is financing the work guarantee
that it is a matter of human service.

We shall appreciate any assistance you may be able to render in this
worthwhile undertaking.

Very truly yours,
[[signature]] C. D. Stevens [[/signature]]
Director, School of Business.

C.D. [[Madrin?]] Pres. of Supt. [[?]] Univ of Norfolk Va
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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