
Smithsonian Institution
Archives of American Art

Celebrating 175: Yasuo Kuniyoshi, Correspondence, Artists for Victory, 1942-
1944
Extracted on Apr-20-2024 09:15:17

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Archives of American Art as source
of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number or
collection name; when possible, link to the Archives of American Art website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Archives of
American Art or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Archives of American Art. See this project
and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/41254


       

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Artists for Victory
Incorporated

101 Park Avenue New York 17, N.Y. MUrray Hill 5-6249

explanation but for the fact that no one would invent anything so
fantastic and so it must be true - as it is.

Leon Kroll, when he heard from you, apparently relied on his memory
without looking up records and, probably because the matter of
citizenship came up at the time, he concluded from the fact that you had
received no invitation, that it had been decided only citizens were
eligible. Probably I should have checked this but, coming from one of
three on the jury, I took it for granted he knew what he was talking
about, and so replied to his letter as I did. Then (though we all have had
experience of how much mail goes astray these war days) the little gods
of chance decided to have their joke too and so sent that particular
invitation somewhere - no one knows where, except that it did not reach
you.

I have debated a long time whether to leave this explanation vague
(largely because I hate to seem to throw the blame on other shoulders)
but I have concluded that an eminent painter like you deserves the facts,
especially as I am taking Kroll's letter to show him tomorrow. No one of
us likes to be caught out in an error, but, where the facts are so self-
evident, it seems only justice to you. Perhaps you will be willing, unless
he brings up the subject himself, to let the explanation lie between you
and me for, as I say, I hate to be put in the position of seeming to
establish an alibi for anything with which I am connected, and at the
expense of anyone else. I make many mistakes but this did not happen
to be one of them.

I am, therefore, counting on receiving two entries from you in the near
future, as time grows short. One a painting and one a print, and sent on
two sheets and in accordance with the instructions on the enclosed
invitation. My best wishes and regards to you.

Cordially yours,

John Taylor Arms
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