
Smithsonian Institution
Archives of American Art

Celebrating 175: Ray Yoshida, Notebook on Enamels, circa 1956-circa 1990
Extracted on Mar-28-2024 02:13:49

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Archives of American Art as source
of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number or
collection name; when possible, link to the Archives of American Art website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Archives of
American Art or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Archives of American Art. See this project
and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/41743


    

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

1/2 ounce - agar & 1 gal. hot water
- stand overnight

GUM TRAGACANTH
*IS A WEAK SOLUTION USED FOR APPLYING ENAMEL TO METALS
- comes in powder form at any drugstore
- 1 tsp. trag. dissolved with enough pure WOOD alcohol in quart jar to
form a paste. To paste, add 1 quart of water, shake vigorously, and
allow to stand overnight. Thin solution at top used as spray in atomizer...
Thicker solution at bottom used for more detailed work later...to be
mixed with enamel

or
-1/2 oz gum trag.
1 gallon hot water-
to 3/4 oz. - 1 qt - hot water

SPAREX Pickling Compound no. 2 -
- for cleaning copper & silver
or sulphuric acid pickle -  or nitric acid pickle -

Spatula method of applying enamel to metals:
1- hold enamel with spatula
2- push enamel in place with pointer
3- level off enamel with spreader
Ways of applying enamel
1- dry
2- withwater
3- sift with nylon
For curved surfaces, use tragacath or squeegee oil(mainly a ceramists
product)
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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