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Coleman 6

Beginning in the 1920's the situation changed; art instruction at Black
colleges was expanded and strengthened. And as early as the 1930's,
Black colleges and universities could boast among their faculties many
very capable artists and educators. James V. Herring, Lois Mailou
Jones, James L. Wells and James A. Porter at Howard; Viktor
Lowenfeld and Joseph Gilliard at Hampton Institute (now University);
Aaron Douglas at Fisk, and Isaac Hathaway at Tuskegee Institute (now
University), to name some of the pioneers.

Through the development of a cadre of Black artists, educators and
potential connoisseurs of art, Black colleges and universities served to
introduce and continuously sustain a fine arts tradition in the South. Well
known for its leadership role in art instruction since its Art Department
was founded in 1921, Howard University, as Keith Morrison has
observed in his Art in Washington and Its Afro-American Presence,
1940-1970, was one of the first institutions to consistently promote
modernist art in Washington, D.C. and surrounding areas. However, in
the Deep South, of all the Black colleges and universities to assume and
early prominent role in educating artists, Atlanta University occupied a
singular place. Hale Woodruff, a native of Cairo, Illinois, was hired to
teach art at Atlanta University in 1931. Woodruff's leadership as a
teacher and artist in the South was well earned: a graduate of John
Herron Art Institute, winner of the Harmon Foundation Bronze Medal
Award in 1926, student at the Academe Scandinave, Academie
Moderne,

Celebrating 175: Research File, Coleman, Floyd, circa 1975-1991
Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers
Extracted Apr-16-2024 05:10:53

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art



Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution
Archives of American Art

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!
The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Archives of American Art

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

