
Smithsonian Institution
Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery

The People of India, Volume Eight
Extracted on Apr-17-2024 06:55:09

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M.
Sackler Gallery as source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the
accession number or collection name; when possible, link to the Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler
Gallery website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Freer
Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler
Gallery. See this project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/6554


      

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery

TODA MEN.--TODA WOMEN.

to find a better sale for their produce. This account of themselves is
confirmed by the fact that, within my knowlege, the [[italics]]dry[[end
italics]] funeral of two of them has been celebrated at the funeral mund
of the Peikis near Ootacamund.

"Little more information is to be derived from foreign sources. The
Badagas are said to have come to the hills in consequence of the
trouble which followed the fall of Vijayanugger, [[italics]]circa[[end italics]]
about three centuries ago; but their songs and stories depict the Todas
much as we see them now. I think, however, that we may infer that the
latter were more numerous, from the fact of their having been able to
exact their 'guder' in the first instance; whereas now, with all the help
afforded by long custom, they have at times difficulty in collecting it.
Moreover, there are traces of old munds long ago deserted, some of
which, in the girth of trees which have since grown up in them, have
evidently been abandoned for centuries."

The first discovery of the Todas is contained in the journal of the
Archbishop of Goa, Alexo de Menegos (Coimbra, 1606). "A report had
been made that Christians whose language differed from Malaba, still
existed in the Toda Mala, originally converted by St. Thomas, and who
had fled from local persecution. This was examined at the Synod of
Cochin held in 1599, and in 1602 a priest was dispatched by Francisco
Roy, the first bishop of the Syrian Catholic Church, to collect information.
He returned with a good deal of information as to the mode of life of the
Todas, but could discover no tidings of Christians. The Todas could give
no account of their own origin: they simply said that they had heard their
ancestors came from the east; that one party settled on the hills, and
another descended into the plains."

F. Vincenzo, a Carmelite friar, in his voyage to the East Indies, mentions
the Todas, but at second hand only, his information having been
obtained on the coast, and it is necessarily very meagre.

From the Todas themselves, Mr. Breeks obtained three legends, which
are too long to quote here, but which lead to no intelligible conclusion as
to the origin or the religion of the tribe, and certainly have no traces of
Christian legend in them. "If not Christian, however," observes Mr.
Breeks, "the Toda religion is singular enough. The traces of element
worship and strong pastoral colouring are almost Vedic, while the
omission from their pantheon of the regular gods of the plains, in any of
their innumerable forms, indicate long isolation. Some few of their
customs resemble those of the various Kol tribes. The similarity of the
funeral rites of the Ho and Mundah Kols of Nagpoor have already been
noticed; the Larka Kols have the same singular law of inheritance, by
which the house becomes the property of the younger son. They also
offer a young buffalo once a year, like the Peikis, but it is to the goddess
Bhowani.

"The Todas have no written language. Captain Harkness, speaking of
their
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