
Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian Institution Archives

Waldo Schmitt and the Presidential Cruise of 1938: Correspondence
Extracted on Apr-18-2024 08:44:26

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian Institution Archives as
source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession number
or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian Institution Archives website.

-

If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
Institution Archives or transcribe@si.edu

-

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian Institution Archives. See this
project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/7817
https://transcription.si.edu/project/7817


        

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

June 14, 1938

My dear Mr. President:
Your kind offer to allow a scientist from the Smithsonian Institution to
accompany your coming cruise is most deeply appreciated.  After
consideration of the localities that will be visited and the type of work
that will be possible, with your approval, we plan to detail Dr. Waldo L.
Schmitt, Curator of Marine Invertebrates, in the U.S. National Museum,
for this work.  The more important results are to be expected from the
sea hence our selection of a man skilled in marine life.

Dr. Schmitt is an expert marine zoologist and ^[[,]] while he has not
published on fishes ^[[,]] is well acquainted with the marine fish fauna
that will be encountered.  He is experienced in field work and on
previous expeditions for us has visited the Galapagos Islands on three
occasions, has traveled entirely around the coast of South America
down to Tierra del Fuego, has visited the Falkland Islands, and has
traveled in the West Indies.  He is thoroughly familiar with the life aboard
ship and with the type of scientific collecting that will be possible on your
cruise.

We will expect to pay Dr. Schmitt's transportation to the point of
embarkation, his subsistence while on board ship, and his transportation
to Washington at the end of the cruise.  We will also supply the
necessary collecting equipment.  In addition to collecting specimens we
will wish to have him try modern color photography on the brilliantly
colored fishes and other marine animals encountered.

Opportunity to investigate Clipperton Island is especially welcome as in
our previous work we have ^[[\]] not been successful in reaching that
spot.  Clipperton is the only coral atoll in the eastern Pacific and there is
promise of much of interest there, as well as the other localities to be
visited.
[[partial erasure]] Cli [[/partial erasure]]
Dr. Wetmore, Assistant Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, has
brought to my attention the enclosed publication on the birds of
Clipperton and Cocos Islands, that I take the liberty of forwarding to you
because of the excellent account of the physical features of these two
islands found in the introduction.  If convenient, this may be returned to
us some time later as the paper comes from Dr. Wetmore's personal
library.

If the proposal made is acceptable we shall greatly appreciate definite
information as to the time and place of sailing and any other data that
may be required for Dr. Schmitt's information.

Thanking you again for your consideration, I have the honor to remain

Yours faithfully,
C.G. Abbot
Secretary

The President
Washington, D.C.

Waldo Schmitt and the Presidential Cruise of 1938: Correspondence
Transcribed and Reviewed by Digital Volunteers
Extracted Apr-18-2024 08:44:26

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives



Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian Institution Archives

The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.

Join us!
The Transcription Center: https://transcription.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
On Twitter: @TranscribeSI

Connect with the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Institution: www.si.edu
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
On Twitter: @smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives

https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianTranscriptionCenter
https://twitter.com/transcribeSI
https://www.si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Smithsonian
https://twitter.com/smithsonian

