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The History of Birney School
(From page 5)

sions 10-13 was opened in the school. Miss Emma V. Smith, a teacher
at the Birney School, was elected the first secretary by an overwhelming
majority of the voters of this community. Under her leadership sewing,
art, and canning classes flourished, and many other education activities
were introduced. A branch of the Public Library with over four hundred
books was opened in the teachers' room. Other community secretaries
were Miss Etta Johnson, Mrs. Rachel Stewart, Miss Blanche Parks, Mrs.
Helen Wills, and Mrs. Martha Ellis, who had the distinction of serving the
longest term of office, twelve years. She had been a civic worker for
many year and brought a wealth of experiences to her new position. In
1939, the community center was moved from the school to the Barry
Farms Playground.
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During World War Il, many war workers moved into the Barry Farms
Housing Project. This movement increased the enroliment at Birney
School so rapidly that in 1943 a nine-room temporary building, the
Birney Annex, had to be erected in the 2500 block of Nichols Avenue.
As the enrollment continued to increase, the new Birney School with its
twenty-six rooms was opened on January 30, 1950, at the corner of
Nichols Avenue and Sumner Road. Today even this large plant is too
small to accommodate all the elementary pupils in this area. Three six-
grade classes have to use rooms in the Birney Annex.

Birney School has been fortunate in having very efficient principals who
were not only excellent education leaders but also diligent workers for
civic betterment. Previous principals were Miss Florence J. Smith, Miss
Janie E. Page, and Mr. John E. Syphax. Mrs. Alice B. Finlayson, the
principal since 1941, has extended the work of her predecessors
greatly. She is to be especially commended for her efforts to co-ordinate
the activities of the several civic groups in the community and for the
special emphasis which she has placed upon the correction of all the
physical defects of the pupils of Birney School. Many private physicians
and dentists as well as the large hospitals in the city have responded
whole heartedly to her request for assistance in the program.

It is common knowledge that in the elementary school lies the future of
America. All hope for a better tomorrow, for new discoveries in science,
for additions to great literature, art, music, for everything that will
continue to make our country the great democracy that it is, we look to
our children. With a proud history behind it, and with increased present
facilities, although not ideal with a efficient principal, a well-trained
faculty, and an alert and progressive group of parents, the Birney School
hopes to become increasingly more effective in the developing of junior
citizens as worthy members of our democratic society.

F.S. McLendon

Interviews with MR. W.E. Smoot and Miss M. Henson
Anecdotes of the late Miss Emma V. Smith.

Office of Statistician, D.C. Public Schools

The Negro History Bulletin, Feb. 1943
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