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The Birney School P.T.A. is an organization in which the school and the ﬁwwﬂiu T e e e L e T R s e e e s
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education during the presidency of the late Miss Emma Smith. In this
program Miss Smith presensed the new philosophy in our modern
education. It was done by contrasting and comparing the old class room
procedures, methods, and materials with those if the present day.
Coming up to our present records, we find the P.T.A. under the able
sponsorship of our principal, Mrs. Alice B. Finlayson, and the hearty
cooperation of our president, Mr. Harry Polk, inaugurating an extensive
health education program for parents and children. Parents have met
once a week for lectures by nurses and doctors or to see sound films,
slides or filmstrips which were accompanied by talks or explanations. In
each of these meetings there has been a period for questions,
comments, or suggestions from the parents.

Under the heading of school-community and economic problems, we
can cite the program for securing our new Birney School building, the
abolishing of half day classes, the regular protection of a traffic officer at
Nichols Avenue and Howard Road, and the opening of a theater in this
community. There have been numerous purchases made through the
Parent Teachers Association, the money for which was raised by the
Mother's Clubs and P.T.A. sponsored programs. They all had far
reaching influence of the children and community members. They are
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too numerous to name. However, here is a list of a few donations and
purchases:

Pupil's emergency medical treatment.

Pupil's transportation fees to doctors, clinics, etc.

Pupil camp maintenance and pupil's fees.

Fruits, flowers, contributions to sick, distressed, and deceased of
community.

Raincoats for boy patrols.

Victrola, radio combination, record changer, and moving picture
projector and screens.

Silent and sound films, slides, and records.

The Birney P.T.A. is meeting its challenge. It is a school-community
force. It can do no more

than the strength and enthusiasm of its members. Everyone in the
community should be a proud owner of a P.T.A. membership card. This
card indicates that the holder is an integral part of that dynamic school-
community force fighting for a better living.

S. E. White and C. M. Mitchell

Interviews with Mrs. Queen, Mr. Stokes, Mrs.
F.S. McLendon, Mrs. H.D. Norville, Mr. J. Wilson.

* ok ok

THE HEALTH PROGRAM AT BIRNEY SCHOOL

Birney School has always made untiring efforts to improve the health of
its school community. Under the inspiring leadership of its principal, Mrs.
Finlayson, this emphasis on good health has

developed into a program by which each parent at Birney is encouraged
to correct the health defects of his child before the end of the school
year. It has involved arraigning for examinations and treatment by
physicians and dentists procured by the principal and faculty; it has also
involved arranging for health movies, talks to parents by experts in the
field, as well as other conferences with parents, oftentimes individual,
between parent and nurse, parent and expert, parent and physician,
parent and teacher.

At one time the health program was so planned that some half-day
teachers took groups of chil-
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