* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian Institution Archives

Department of Birds: Annual and Monthly Reports 1884

Extracted on Apr-24-2024 04:57:34

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

- If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian Institution Archives as
source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession humber
or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian Institution Archives website.

- If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
Institution Archives or transcribe@si.edu

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian Institution Archives. See this
project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/9923
https://transcription.si.edu/project/9923

[[circled]] M[1]] [[/circled]]

[[Ridgeway]|

[[underlined]] A[[Prof Baird]] [[/underlined]]
A[Curator Report]]

Washington, September 23, 1884.

G. Brown Goode, Esq.,
Assistant Director,
U. S. National Museum.

A[The modified plan seems to be an excellent one GBG]]
A[[Very good SFB]]
Dear Sir:

After reconsidering the matter of the bird exhibit for the New Orleans
Exposition, from the standpoint of very limited or exhausted funds, |
have arrived at the conclusion that a collection formed on the following
plan is the only one practicable under the circumstances. At least, |
cannot see how it will be possible, with limited time and resources at our
command, to get up a collection that will reflect credit on the Museum on
any other basis. The plan which seems to me most practicable and
desirable is the following:---

I. A collection of North American game birds to be the leading feature.
1. A collection of birds known to be beneficial.

I1l. A collection of birds known to be injurious to Agriculture.

IV. A collection of European birds to illustrate---

[[underlined]] a. [[funderlined]] The principal game birds of Europe.
[[underlined]] b. [[/lunderlined]] European birds whose vernacular names
have been transferred to American species ([[underlined]] e.g.
[[/underlined]] Partridge, Quail, Ortolan, etc.), and

[[underlined]] c. [[/funderlined]] Certain European birds well known to
Americans through literature but which few people in this country have
ever seen, as the Nightingale, Skylark, Linnet, etc.

If considered desirable, a few of the peculiar or char-
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