* Smithsonian Institution

Smithsonian Institution Archives

Department of Birds: Annual and Monthly Reports 1884

Extracted on Apr-19-2024 12:25:56

The Smithsonian Institution thanks all digital volunteers that transcribed and reviewed this material. Your work
enriches Smithsonian collections, making them available to anyone with an interest in using them.

The Smithsonian Institution (the "Smithsonian") provides the content on this website (transcription.si.edu), other
Smithsonian websites, and third-party sites on which it maintains a presence ("SI Websites") in support of its
mission for the "increase and diffusion of knowledge." The Smithsonian invites visitors to use its online content for
personal, educational and other non-commercial purposes. By using this website, you accept and agree to abide
by the following terms.

- If sharing the material in personal and educational contexts, please cite the Smithsonian Institution Archives as
source of the content and the project title as provided at the top of the document. Include the accession humber
or collection name; when possible, link to the Smithsonian Institution Archives website.

- If you wish to use this material in a for-profit publication, exhibition, or online project, please contact Smithsonian
Institution Archives or transcribe@si.edu

For more information on this project and related material, contact the Smithsonian Institution Archives. See this
project and other collections in the Smithsonian Transcription Center.

Smithsonian Institution Transcription Center, Smithsonian Institution Archives


https://transcription.si.edu
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
mailto:transcribe@si.edu
https://transcription.si.edu/project/9923
https://transcription.si.edu/project/9923

[[in blue]] A[[45]] [[/in blue]]

[[wavy-underlined]]Curator's office.[[/wavy-underlined]] - The present
quarters of the Curator of the Department, while spacious and well
lighted, are much in need of many improvements. The book-cases are
still unprovided with doors, although the frames for the same are on
hand. Many valuable books are of necessity kept in these cases, and
under present circumstances the curator could not be responsible for
their loss should any be stolen. The same remark applies to specimens
or other objects of value, since the approaches to the curator's office are
absolutely unguarded, the gates which were placed at the foot of the
stairs, and elsewhere, proving no obstacle whatever to the ingress of
intruders. They have been several times repaired, but to no purpose;
and if their fastenings were secure they are even then easily
surmountable. They should be replaced by much higher gates, and the
railings of the stairways in some way guarded.

The "Salvin" quarter-unit cabinets require thorough overhauling by a
carpenter or cabinet-maker, since through shrinkage and warping many
of the drawers have become unmanageable, and the locks
unserviceable. Specimens of inestimable value are stored in these
cabinets, and they should be made safe from molestation or abstraction.
Several of these cabinets have no locks, and these should be provided
at once.
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