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You are at the east end of the lake near a popular summer hotel.  Nikko,
the celebrated place of sacred shrines to the gods, where two of the
proud old Shguns were buried, is only eight miles distant behind you.
Tokyo, with its enormous area of busy streets and more than a million
people, is one hundred miles away at the south.

In broad daylight this is the bluest of blue lakes set in a frame of vivid
green.  There are a great many maple trees on these mountains around
the lake and in the autumn their foliage takes on gorgeously brilliant
hues, like those seen in many parts of the United States.  Not many
people live in this region all the year round — there are three little
villages at this side of the lake and one over on the north (right) side at
the foot of a scared mountain called Nantaisan, but the people are few
and poor.  It is only during the three-months' summer season that many
see this magnificence of water and picturesque sky-line and clouds lined
with gold and silver.  The Japanese themselves care much more for
beauty of line and form and color than the average European or
American.  The poorest pilgrim who comes here would delight in the
delicate silhouette of this tree-foliage against the sunset sky, the varying
tones of dark in those distant mountains, one behind another, and the
gleam of that broad pathway over the ripply level of the silent lake.

It is, for devout Japanese, not only a delight to the eyes but a virtue in
the soul to make a pilgrimage through this neighborhood.  The shrines
at Nikko eight miles away give sanctity to him who prays there, and it is
supposed to be pleasing to the high gods that one should bathe in the
waters of this lake and then climb to a sanctuary on the lofty summit of
an extinct volcano  (Nantaisan) at the N. E. side of the lake  (off at your
right).  There are multitudes of poetic old traditions about the builder of
the summit-temple.

From Notes of Travel, No. 8, copyright, 1904, by Underwood &
Underwood.

Looking toward the Setting Sun over Lake Chuzenji; Japan.
Regardant le Soleil Couchant au-dessus du Lac Chuzenji; Japon.
Anblid der untergehenden Sonne über den Chuzenji-See; Japan.
Mirando hacia el Sol que se Pone por Encima del Lago Chuzenji;
Japón.
Seende på den nedgående solen vid Chuzenjiinsjön; Japan.
B axoiaro coa a oepo ye; oi
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The mission of the Smithsonian is the increase and diffusion of knowledge - shaping the future by preserving our
heritage, discovering new knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world. Founded in 1846, the
Smithsonian is the world's largest museum and research complex, consisting of 19 museums and galleries, the
National Zoological Park, and nine research facilities.Become an active part of our mission through the
Transcription Center. Together, we are discovering secrets hidden deep inside our collections that illuminate our
history and our world.
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